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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re the application of: 



Harald Merkel 

Serial No: 10/685,619 

Filed: October 14, 2003 



Exr. Saul Rodriguez 
Art Unit: 3681 
Confirmation No.: 5093 



For: BACKING PLATE FOR A DISK ASSEMBLY 



Commissioner of Patents 
and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



December 27, 2005 



PRELIMINARY RESPONSE 



Sir: 



This Preliminary Response is being filed in this Continued Examination 
application to respond to the issues raised in the Advisory Action mailed 
November 28, 2005. As part of this Request for Continued Examination, we 
are enclosing our previous Amendment filed in response to the Final Rejection 
dated July 27, 2005 to ensure the Examiner acts upon our previous remarks 
and Amendments. If there are any questions or issues, the Examiner is 
requested to contact the undersigned attorney to attempt to resolve such issues. 



Respectfully submitted, 



EMCH, SCHAFFER, SCHAUB 
& PORCELLO CO., L.P.A. 




Charles R. Schaub 
Reg. No.: 27,518 
P.O. Box 916 



Toledo, Ohio 43697 
Ph: (419)243-1294 
Fax (419) 243-8502 
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Extension of Time Request 

Express Abandonment Request 
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Certified Copy of Priority 
Document(s) 
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I I Reply to Missing Parts 
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Drawing(s) 
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Signature 
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Date 



Emch, Schaffer, Schaub & Porcello, Co., L.P.A. 



Charles R. Schaub 



Reg. No. | 27 51 ~ 



CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSION/MAILING 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the USPTO or deposited with the United States Postal Service with 
sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 2231 3-1450 on 
the date shown below: 




Signature 



\Typed or printed name 



Date 



l3->3-l-OS 



This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.5. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to 
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S. C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.1 4. This collection is estimated to 2 hours to complete, including 
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 
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200 
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2. EXCESS CLAIM FEES 
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Each claim over 20 (including Reissues) 
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USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 30 minutes to complete, 
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on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
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